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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 354.1 

INSPECTION PROCEDURES; ANTE-MORTEM 
INSPECTIONS 

354.120 Manner of handling products in an 
official plant. 

354.121 Ante-mortem inspection. 
354.122 Condemnation on ante-mortem in-

spection. 
354.123 Segregation of suspects on ante- 

mortem inspection. 
354.124 Quarantine of diseased rabbits. 

POST-MORTEM INSPECTION 

354.125 Evisceration. 
354.126 Carcasses held for further examina-

tion. 
354.127 Condemnation and treatment of car-

casses. 
354.128 Certification of carcasses. 

DISPOSITION OF DISEASED RABBIT CARCASSES 
AND PARTS 

354.129 General. 
354.130 Diseases or conditions evident which 

require condemnation. 
354.131 Decomposition. 
354.132 Disposal of condemned carcasses and 

parts. 

REINSPECTION AND INGREDIENTS 

354.133 Reinspection of edible products; in-
gredients. 

APPEALS 

354.134 Appeal inspections; how made. 

INSPECTION CERTIFICATES 

354.140 Forms of inspection certificates. 
354.141 Issuance and disposition of rabbits 

inspection certificates. 
354.142 Food product inspection certificates; 

issuance and disposition. 
354.143 Export certificates; issuance and dis-

position. 
354.144 Advance information. 

BASIS OF ACCEPTABILITY OF OTHER OFFICIAL 
INSPECTION SYSTEMS 

354.160 General. 
354.161 Requirements as to manner of in-

spection. 
354.162 Determining compliance with 

§ 354.161. 

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS 

GENERAL 

354.210 Minimum standards for sanitation, 
facilities, and operating procedures in of-
ficial plants. 

BUILDINGS AND PLANT FACILITIES 

354.220 Buildings. 
354.221 Rooms and compartments. 
354.222 Floors, walls, ceilings, etc. 
354.223 Drainage and plumbing. 

354.224 Water supply. 
354.225 Lavatory accommodations. 
354.226 Lighting and ventilation. 

EQUIPMENT AND UTENSILS 

354.230 Equipment and utensils. 
354.231 Accessibility. 
354.232 Restrictions on use. 

MAINTENANCE OF SANITARY CONDITIONS AND 
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST CONTAMINATION OF 
PRODUCTS 

354.240 General. 
354.241 Cleaning of rooms and compart-

ments. 
354.242 Cleaning of equipment and utensils. 
354.243 Operations and procedures. 
354.244 Temperatures and cooling and freez-

ing procedures. 
354.245 Vermin. 
254.246 Exclusion of diseased persons. 
354.247 Table showing types of materials. 
354.248 Scope and applicability of rules of 

practice. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1622, 1624; 7 CFR 2.17 
(g) and (i), 2.55. 

SOURCE: 41 FR 23702, June 11, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GENERAL 

§ 354.1 Definitions. 
Unless the context otherwise re-

quires, the following terms shall have 
the following meaning: 

(a) Act means the applicable provi-
sions of the Agricultural Marketing 
Act of 1946 (60 Stat. 1087; 7 U.S.C. 1621 
et seq.) or any other act of Congress 
conferring like authority. 

(b) Acceptable means suitable for the 
purpose intended and acceptable to the 
Service. 

(c) Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service of the Department or any 
other officer or employee of the De-
partment to whom there has heretofore 
been delegated, or to whom there may 
hereafter be delegated the authority to 
act in his stead. 

(d) Applicant means any interested 
party who requests any inspection 
service. 

(e) Area supervisor means any em-
ployee of the Department in charge of 
rabbit inspection service in a des-
ignated geographical area. 

(f) Carcass means any rabbit carcass. 
(g) Circuit supervisor or technical su-

pervisor means the officer in charge of 
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the rabbit inspection service in a cir-
cuit consisting of a group of stations 
within an area. 

(h) Class means any subdivision of a 
product based on essential physical 
characteristics that differentiate be-
tween major groups of the same kind. 

(i) Condition means any condition, in-
cluding, but not being limited to, the 
state of preservation, cleanliness, or 
soundness, of any product or the proc-
essing, handling, or packaging which 
may affect such product. 

(j) Condition and wholesomeness means 
the condition of any product, its 
healthfulness and fitness for human 
food. 

(k) Department means the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

(l) Edible product means any product 
derived from ready-to-cook domestic 
rabbits. 

(m) Giblets means the liver from 
which the bile sac has been removed 
and the heart from which the peri-
cardial sac has been removed. 

(n) Holiday or legal holiday shall mean 
the legal public holidays specified by 
the Congress in paragraph (a) of sec-
tion 6103, Title 5, of the United States 
Code. 

(o) Identify means to apply official 
identification to products or to con-
tainers thereof. 

(p) Inspected and certified or certified 
means, with respect to any product, 
that it has undergone an inspection 
and was found, at the time of such in-
spection, to be sound, wholesome, and 
fit for human food. 

(q) Inspection, inspection service, or in-
spection of products for condition and 
wholesomeness means any inspection by 
an inspector to determine, in accord-
ance with the regulations in this part, 
(1) the condition and wholesomeness of 
rabbits, or (2) the condition and whole-
someness of any edible product at any 
state of the preparation or packaging 
thereof in the official plant where in-
spected and certified, or (3) the condi-
tion and wholesomeness of any pre-
viously inspected and certified product 
if such product has not lost its identity 
as an inspected and certified product. 

(r) Inspection certificate means a 
statement, either written or printed, 
issued by an inspector, pursuant to the 
regulations in this part, relative to the 

condition and wholesomeness of prod-
ucts. 

(s) Inspector means any person who is 
licensed by the Secretary to inves-
tigate and certify, in accordance with 
the regulations in this part, the condi-
tion and wholesomeness of products. 
An inspector is an employee of the De-
partment or of a State; he may be a 
graduate veterinarian or a layman. 

(t) Interested party means any person 
financially interested in a transaction 
involving any inspection. 

(u) National supervisor means (1) the 
officer in charge of the rabbit inspec-
tion service of the Food Safety and In-
spection Service, and (2) other officers 
or employees of the Department des-
ignated by the officer in charge of the 
rabbit inspection service of the Food 
Safety and Inspection Service. 

(v) Official plant means one or more 
buildings or parts thereof, comprising a 
single plant in which the facilities and 
methods of operation therein have been 
approved by the Administrator as suit-
able and adequate for operation under 
inspection service and in which inspec-
tion is carried on in accordance with 
the regulations in this part. 

(w) Person means any individual, 
partnership, association, business 
trust, corporation, or any organized 
group of persons, whether incorporated 
or not. 

(x) Potable water means water that 
has been approved by the State health 
authority as safe for drinking and suit-
able for food processing. 

(y) Product means ready-to-cook 
cooked rabbits, or edible products de-
rived therefrom. 

(z) Rabbit means any domesticated 
rabbit, whether live or dead. 

(aa) Rabbit inspection service means 
the personnel who are engaged in the 
administration, application, and direc-
tion of rabbit inspection programs and 
services pursuant to the regulations in 
this part. 

(bb) Ready-to-cook domestic rabbit 
means any rabbit which has been 
slaughtered for human food, from 
which the head, blood, skin, feet, and 
inedible viscera have been removed, 
that is ready to cook without need of 
further processing. Ready-to-cook rab-
bit also means any cut-up or disjointed 
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portion of rabbit or any edible part 
thereof, as described in this paragraph. 

(cc) Regulations means the provisions 
of this entire part as may be in effect 
at the time inspection is performed. 

(dd) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Department, or any other officer or 
employee of the Department to whom 
there has heretofore been delegated, or 
to whom there may hereafter be dele-
gated, the authority to act in his stead. 

(ee) Service means the Food Safety 
and Inspection Service of the Depart-
ment. 

(ff) Station supervisor means any au-
thorized individual who is designated 
to supervise rabbit inspection service 
in a large official plant or in a group of 
several small plants. 

§ 354.2 Designation of official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks, other 
identifications, and devices for pur-
poses of the Agricultural Marketing 
Act. 

Subsection 203(h) of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, as amended by 
Pub. L. 272, 84th Congress, provides 
criminal penalties for various specified 
offenses relating to official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks or other 
identifications, and devices for making 
such marks or identifications, issued or 
authorized under section 203 of said 
Act, and certain misrepresentations 
concerning the inspection of agricul-
tural products under said section. For 
the purposes of said subsection and the 
provisions in this part, the terms listed 
in this section shall have the respec-
tive meanings specified: 

(a) Official certificate means any form 
of certification, either written or print-
ed, used under this part to certify with 
respect to the inspection or class or 
condition of products. 

(b) Official memorandum means any 
initial record of findings made by an 
authorized person in the process of in-
specting or sampling, pursuant to this 
part, any processing or plant operation 
report made by an authorized person in 
connection with inspecting or sampling 
under this part, and any report made 
by an authorized person of services per-
formed pursuant to this part. 

(c) Official mark means the inspection 
mark, and any other mark, or any vari-
ations in such marks, approved by the 
Administrator and authorized to be af-

fixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product, stating that the product 
was inspected, or indicating the condi-
tion of the product, or for the purpose 
of maintaining the identity of products 
inspected under this part, including, 
but not limited to, that set forth in 
§ 354.65. 

(d) Official identification means any 
symbol, stamp, label, or seal indicating 
that the product has been officially in-
spected and/or indicating the class or 
condition of the product approved by 
the Administrator and authorized to be 
affixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product. 

(e) Official device means a stamping 
appliance, branding device, stencil, 
printed label, or any other mechani-
cally or manually operated tool that is 
approved by the Administrator for the 
purpose of applying any official mark 
or other identification to any product 
or the packaging material thereof. 

ADMINISTRATION 

§ 354.3 Administration. 

The Administrator shall perform, for 
and under the supervision of the Sec-
retary, such duties as are prescribed in 
the regulations in this part and as the 
Secretary may require in the adminis-
tration of the regulations in this part. 
The Administrator is authorized to 
waive for limited periods any par-
ticular provisions of the regulations to 
permit experimentation so that new 
procedures, equipment, and processing 
techniques may be tested to facilitate 
definite improvements and, at the 
same time, to assure full compliance 
with the spirit and intent of the regu-
lations. The Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service and its officers and em-
ployees shall not be liable in damages 
through acts of commission or omis-
sion in the administration of this part. 

BASIS OF SERVICE 

§ 354.10 Inspection service. 

Any inspection service in accordance 
with the regulations in this part shall 
be for condition and wholesomeness. 
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